
Written by
Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara

Illustrated by
Mikyo Noh

DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
Little People, BIG DREAMS

DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
(Born 1926)

David Attenborough was born into an educated family in Leicester, 

England. His mother was a linguist and his father, a professor. As 

a child, fossil hunting and collecting nature specimens became 

David’s passion. This appetite for learning stayed with him, and as a 

young man David won a scholarship to study zoology and geology 

at Cambridge University. His studies were paused when he was 

called up for national service in the Royal Navy in 1947, but he later 

returned to gain another degree in anthropology. Combining a love 

for the natural world with an understanding of human behaviour, 

David become known for his unique approach to broadcasting at the 

BBC. Speaking in a hushed tone full of excitement, David filmed his 

first programmes in 1957: ‘The Pattern of Animals’ and ‘Zoo Quest’. 

He wanted to find ways to connect audiences to the natural world, 

and the opportunity to do so came about when colour television was 

introduced to the BBC in 1967. His groundbreaking series ‘Life on 

Earth’ transported audiences from their living rooms to the wild in a 

totally new way. This was the first of many pioneering shows, including 

‘Wildlife on One’, ‘The Private Life of Plants’ and ‘Blue Planet’, all 

of which changed human understanding about our place in nature. 

David believed that “no one will protect what they don’t care about; 

and no one will care about what they have never experienced.” In his 

nineties, David continues to make audiences all over the world care. 
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Discover the lives of outstanding people,  
from designers and artists to scientists. All of 

them achieved incredible things, yet each began  
life as a child with a dream. 

As a young boy, young David became an avid collector 
of fossils and plants. His great love for living things led 
him into science, and his passion for people led him to 

broadcasting television. Determined to make the wonder 
of the natural world accessible to everyone, David changed 

the way we think about our planet. This inspiring story 
features a facts and photos section at the back.

Little People, BIG DREAMS

£9.99 UK
$15.99 US

$19.99 CAN       

51599

9 780711 245631

Little People, BIG
 D

REA
M

S

FLFL

Costume Ideas:
Blue shirt
Light chinos or jeans
White hair chalk
Binoculars
Animal toy


